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SAME STORY: 
Reporta 

continue to 
flow in from 
readers vho 
would buy the 
Sexton Blake 
Library if it 
were possible 
to do so, 

llY person-
al experi ences 

thia 80nth are illuminating. I had a dozen copiea on order from ay 
newaaa,,nt, "'10, incidentally , sells hun:lreds of general paperbacka. 
llY S,B,L's never came in, though the newsagent fought tooth am. nail 
to get them. On September 20th, we rang up the wholesalers, Meaars. 
v. H. Smith & Son of Bridge House, Vauxhall. The firat exCl.l8e made 

vu that the S.B.L. bad not been Pl.lblillhed thi s month. Yet ay nevs
aeent had before him a Ill.lllber of copi es vhich I had bought in Bental l' s 
of Kingston. The next oxcl.l8e vas that Smith's wholesale department 
had received none this month. So, pre aumably, every newsagent i n the 
land who uses Smith's wholeaale department is without any S.B.L's this 

month. 
I rang up !Ir, Hovard Baker vho baa tried hard to improve mat te ra. 

Bia reply vaa : "There ia really nothing more ve can do about it . " 
Valter Webb writes me: "Being selective will not help the S.B.L., 

which is still atriving for stability , • Which is really cute. It 

doesn't matter whether you are selective or not when you can't buy the 
S.B.L. for love or money. The IJl.lblillhera clearly ere quite aetiefied 
with C88l.lal sales , For regular supportera they could not care less. 

THE LATE MR. J , S, BUTC!lll!: 
In recent months we have had a great many letters concerning 
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Mr. J . S . Butche r, th e aut hor of "Prospectus . " We can only say that , 
apar t from what has appeare d i n the press , we know nothing of Mr. 
But cher . I t is indeed s tr ange that during the nineteen years t ha t 
C.D. has been linking t he enthusiasts , we s hould nev er have come upon 
the name of the man whose book is now world famous . Even Bill Lof t s , 
our most kee n and pene tr ating of re se arch worker s , had never heard of 
Mr. Butcher unti l "Prospectus " came over the horizon . 

Cert a i n biograp hical details ( possibly su pp lied by t h e publi sher s) 
have featured i n some of the pre ss i t ems, but bey ond those we ar e 
sti ll i n th e dark. 

Our own cri t ic l ast mont h descr ib ed "Pros pectus " as a l abour of 
love , and some sec ti ons of the press have r effl!rred t o Mr. But cher ' s 
life-lo ng s tudy of the Hamilto n story , But , in f ac t , there is ve ry 
little sign of or i ginal t hough t in t he book . A great deal of t he 
mat erial s te ms from the i t ems of t ha t t ype which featured in the early 
Holid ay Arurual s and in the s t i ll earlier Who's Whos - ite ms whic h neve r 
came from Charles Hamilton at a ll. For me, there is a s trangel y old -
fashioned t ang about "Prospectus , 11 and I f ancy that Mr. Bu t cher may 
hav e known his Magnet of t he per i od 1917 - 1925 , bu t less of the Mag
net of the late twent ie s and th e t hi rt ies . 

One feels unc omfort able at bei ng critical of a book pos thumously 
published , bu t the sad fee li ng of a missed chance must be with mos t of 
us . 

THE ANNUAL: 
Roger Jenkins ki cks off i n this year ' s Annual with one of the 

bes t art i cl es he has ever writt en : "Twin Serie s. " Ger ry Allis on 
keeps the game goi ng wi th a deli cious item on t he old competiti ons. 
Bi l l Lofts , far away from his usual m~t ier , con tr ib ute s a r i b-ti ckling 
t ale about how he once tried to write a st ory. Maurice Kutner is i n 
t op form with a superb article on "Popper ' s Island . 11 Otto Maurer 
writes on "Roland Quiz " for the delig ht of all who e njoy a f in e l y-
written artic le. Derek Adl ey gives f ascinating details of the Gi rl s' 
Friend Library . S . Gordon Swan chats about the various female charac -
t ers who have cro ssed the path of Sexton Bl ake. Those two po pular 
Nelson Lee expert s . R. J . God.save and Charl es Churchil l, each con tri -
but e tip-to p articles on the St . Fr ank ' s tales, Derek Smith brings 
back cr icke t memorie s from the days of our boyhood . Norman Wright 
spotlights "Sherlock Hol mes. " World - famous William i s no t forgotten , 
and William fan s will be happy with "Gems of Richmal Crompton ." And 
that ' s by no means t he lot . Perhaps , in view of t he fac t that so 
many readers keep demand ing a r eturn of Mr, Buddle and Sl ade , I should 
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rcention that he is back again in th e Annual in a story entitle d "Mr. 
Buddle Meets th e Magnet . " 

And that ' s enough for this month, except for the reminder that 
Coll ectors! Digest Annual i s lavis hly ill us trated throughout . Have 
you ordered your s? 

THE EDITCR 

- : - : - : - : -:-:-:-:- : - : - : .::-:-: -:-: - :-

danny's diary 
•£1a tne, Elaine , please come down t rom the scrten, 

And be my movlng- pl ct.ure queen.• 

EvecybodY Is s inging the Ela i ne song. I t 1 s a lovely catd'ly tune , arxl It hu nice 
words . I t Is to celebrate a new Pat.he serial ' The ExPlolts or E:lalnt' 1'1'1.lch has 
started In the cinemas. The stars In It art Pearl White, Arnold Dal.Y and She ldon 
Lewis. Pearl White J s .ondertul. Doug says he would like to nJin¥ her, but so ft'OUld 
1. so I wonder who wil l aet her. The serial ts In ten episodes , and It's a reartlllly 
uc l tlng story , all about a criminal called the Clutch t r.g Hand, Every 111eek, Nten •The 
Next. Episode W1ll Be Shown at th is Theatre Next Week• co:es on the screen , everybody 
goes •OoooooooOOClOCOOOOhhhhhhhhhti!KHHHHHHHl' 

The story , also In episodes , Is runnin g In tile News or the World . That ts very 
tryi ng, tor It spotls th e ptct.ure t r you know what ts coming, yet you are te~ted to 
rtad . 

Early tn the month we saw Hary Pickford In •Little Pal• l\tllch was extra- special, 
and wtth lt was a new Chal>lln ' Charlie at Wort. • Another tlc:ie we se,, •rtve Nlght3:1 by 
the novelist. Victoria Cross . With the rtrst episod e or Elaine we sa,r Blanch• Sweet In 
•The Secret Garden ,• and the last picture or t he month tor us was l'!ary Pick ford In •Rags.• 

The Boys' r r tencl continue s to run Charl1e Chll)lln on the front page, conclud i ng the 
story (told by actu al scenes from t he f tlms) Jnslde . There ls a new serial t n the 8 ,F . 
called •T he Trall or the Redskins • b7 Duncsi Storm. 

The Gunt tr series continued at RookwOOd. The f irst tale or the month Ms •Gunt.tr's 
t11Stake. • Gunt er ha:! t>ten expelled from Rookwood, but he stayed on at the ' Bird-ln-
Han<P pub. ni.en came •Gettln& Rid or Gunter« In which Jt turned out tilat Gunter was 
not the Head' s nephew at all, but was reall y Sam Barker , a r anch-boy , who had bullied t 
tJ'le rt:al Gunter Into l etting Barker take hh pl a ce. J really liked this series . 

t n •Chwr:cln& With Seyth e' J lmllf S llver decided that l t was time To~ Dodd s t oPped 
being captai n , so a new election was arranced. But Jlimc, knew that he could not becoir.e 
captain unl ess S~the and Co dld not vote ror Toney Dodd, so J JICey" started buttering-up 
scvthe , 111d Love l l satd this was W-'.erhand, so there was a bl t or a tif f. 

Next eee 1Wh0 Shall Be Skipper?• ln Which J I IIIDY Silver & Co kldf'Utppe(I S.lltYtht & Co 
so that they could not vot e t or Dodd. An:! J lm::itf was elec t ed . But It .see;ied unfair to 
win In th i s way, so JIIIICIY said they ,iould dtcld e tlle atter Jn a rooter match. tr trie 
r.odems won, T~ 'fOuld continue as captai n. It the Cluslcals won, J lmey would be 
capta in. In the last story or OctoDer, •The Fight tor the Captai ncy,• Jlllllif got 
detained on the day or the 1111.t ch. So a dwxcy HS put In the rorciroo:11 to make It seem 
that J t• was doing his dete ntion . It wu a very runny stor y. And, In the end , 
Jlm:xy became captai n at long l a st . 

Somebody asked the edl t or al)out the circulation or the Boys• Friend , and he 
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answered •The Boys' Friend ts plact<l before 650,000 per aons every week . • I think. t.hat 
was a b I t ant>tggerous. But the next week the paper was headed • The paper wt th a 
million readers . • Doug aeys 1t allows ror everyone In a t amll.y or thirty read ing lt tn 
turn . 

There has been a bad acc i dent In Birm ingham. A tram &otng dom Ashton Hill over-
tw--ned. It was packed wi th peop l e and one was k i lled and 36 Injured . 

The Oem has been pretty good thJs month . •A Soldier or flle King" was the t lrst 
story , and the edi t or sa i d that though a l ot or r eaders COIIl)la l ne d about •too much 
Talbot ,• he was sure every one would llke this tale . It was very good. John Rive r s , 
the Professo r , Who had joined the 8l'1IIY under a false name Md won the D.C. H. , now came 
on leave and wanted to see his daughter , Harte . But Crooke put the police on to h im. 
In the end the Pr ofesso r escaped again Into th e great mass or khak i , A tip - top t.e.l.e, 
even though It features cr l cket In October . 

•When Duty Calls• told or Blake's 2<>-year old cousin who would not jo tn the army 
because khaki did not su lt his con:olexlon. I did not care much tor this one, though t t 
was all r ight t n part s . 

1 Crundy 1 s Crea t came• was r at.rl.y good, though I don ' t like Grundy . He adv ertised 
that he ott ered his services t.o any football team !'tho woul d like htm to play tor them. 
It was very tunny tn pl aces. 

In •wen, Play ed, Jultan• a magazine orrertd a prize tor an mwstng photog r aph . 
Lev i son sen t In a picture or trr . Selby Cal.Ung ln a di t ch , but he sent t t In Hanner s' 
name. At l east , the picture was CoWld tn Hanner s ' camera , and Hanners was blamed . 
However , J ull an managed t.o ge t Hanners cleared - and Ju li an won the prize . 

Pinal tale was •The Call ot the Cinema• In whi ch tlonty Lowther became a ptantst In 
a cinema , owing to h i s meet i ng up agatn with hts old friend, ttr. Rc:rati o Curll. 

Ceorge Edwardes, manager or the Gaiety Theatre ror }O year s , and producer or many 
or i ts r amous m.Jslcal comedies , has dted thts month . 

In the middle or the month , there was the biggest zeppelin rald ever on London . 
A zepp passed near our town , and we thought we could hear the engines . 59 people were 
killed , and 11li Injured. 

The Magnet has been v ery odd during October. F'or one thing, we have been tol d 
Cor some time that Tom MeTTY' s Weekly was coming out as a id weekly paper. Now, at the 
end ot the month , It turns out that It ts to be the Creyrrlars Herald . Also, t he 
ed i tor ts orrertng priz es ror Short stories and contrib utions t o the Greyrrtars Herald. 
How can It be a school magazin e tr Hagnet readers wrt t e I t 7 But the oddest t.hlng or 
all ts that Ute edi tor I s orrertng a pri ze or t1S ror a }o ,000-Word st.ory or Harry 
Wharton & Co. and everybodY who sends In an atteni>t will r eceive a suitable pr tze . 

The Magnet has been altogether rather orr - stmdara thts roonth. The r trst story 
•Champi on or the Oppr essed' $\owed Coker standing up r or the Remove agains t the bullying 
Loder. I t was pretty good. 

I di slik ed the next tale •The Sun18Y Crosade rS" In Which SklMer , Bolsover, Snoop . 
Bunter , and the like, set themselves up as the Pagans , who were antl~hrlstlan . Skinner 
and Bolsover try to spo il a church service. They Call Crom the ratters. Bolsover 
manages t o catch a beam and Skinne r manages to catch hold or Bol sover t s legs. Then 
Skinner l ets go. Later on Bolsover asks the Head: "Oh, slr, will he be spa.red?" Awful\ 

l also dlsllked •Bunter ' s Antl-Tuck C&Jll)algn.• Bunter persuaded. Harr., Wharton OC 
Co that It was unpatrlo'tlc t o eat good meals ln war-time, so they all mde do with 
sandwiches . Then th ey ( ind that Bunter has been s teal i ng rrom the tuckshop. A nasty , 
silly tale . 

•The ?11dnlght Marauder S" was ruch better and QWte exciting. SJr Hllt.on Popper 
disappears, and Harr., Whar t.on Cinda out that German spies are ge tting in t o a s ecret cell 
by way or a hollow tre e on th e Island In the Sark . I n the month ' s last story •Straight 
as a Die, .. Paul Sydney, a new boy, 1 s th e ward or Perrers Locke . Sydney has been a 
thief In the past . Now Snalth or the Shell steals , and managed t.o get Sydney blamed, 
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unt11 f'err er s Locke h imself takes a hand . Qul t e good, t!11s one . 

Doug had the second l uue or the Sext on Blake Libr ary . It ls call ed ' lllgotttn 
Gains. • Two cri mi nal s , Count Carl ac and Professor Kew are ln prison , and they rin d out 
8 gr tm secret cram anot her prisone r Nlom they curder . They do a very uctt lng break 
out or gaol. 

The Ktng ha.s bffn ?l.W"t M!.lle tnspec t t ng the troops In f'rsice . A hor.se r eared and 
came down on t he Kin&' s 1,1 . 

And t have jun heard that the ramous cr icket er , W. G, Gr ace, 1s dead. J nen r 
saw htm, or course , but J suppose cricke t "°"' t setm quite the sa:i.e now Grace ls goo,, 

REVIE\I 

SUCH MEN ARE DANGEROUS 
Martin Thomas 

(Mayflower 3/6) 

The finding of t he murdered body of a bunny gi rl in a bur row in 
the shade of the Mendi ps i s the canmencement of a strenuous time for 
Pedro. Opening the inni ngs , he does all th e scor i ng, es t ablishing 
the when and who, leaving Blake , playing a passiv e r ole at the other 
end, to discove r the why and wherefo r e of the crime . From this · 
poin t i t' s detective work i n t he good old Baker Str ee t tradition . 
From Berkeley Square the services of Marion Lang are requisitioned . 
It • s off with t he off ice tr immings and on ri th the scan ty bunny cos 
tume, and Blake ' s pretty receptionist take s up her duties at the 
Gayton Park County Club, 

What goes on in the club is above reproa ch . What goes on i n 
t he three underground caves on which it has been built is not, for it 
is here that a cr azed physio l ogist carries out experiments on a:ethod.s 
by which to alte r th e nonnal chemical routine of the body by genetic 
modifi ca tion in order to adapt it to the atmospheric conditio ns of 
othe r plane t s , and with an ut ter dis re gard of the sufferings borne by 
his vic tims. 

\lhat I particu la rly liked about this novel was the minute atten -
tion paid to deta il. Every pl ace to which Blake tr avelled in the 
Bentley in the course of investigation - whether of major or minor • 
importance - is named, i ncluding the various motorway~. I n my read -
ing , th is adds tremendously to th e int eres t of t he s tory , for there is 
nothing quite so fasc ina t i ng as coming suddenly on a place which you 
had vi sited at one t i me, or have happy holiday memories of . Add to 
thi s the f act that t he aut hor has that little extra ability which 
makes hi s novels worth every penny of the fo rty - two hi s publishers 
ask for them, and the sum total is an S.B.L, of outstanding quality , 

This has everything - excitemen t, suspense , hor ror, glamour , and 
even a lit tle humour now and then . Definit ely not to be missed. 

Walte r \lebb, 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by J OSEPHINE PACKMAN 

271 Archdale Road , East Dulwich 1 London , S.E. 22 

THE PERIL EXPERT .... By S . Gordon Swan 

Even as a mere scho olboy , reading Sexton Blake stories half a 

century ago , I thought Murray Graydon somewhat old - fashioned in style . 

Moreover , his concep ti on of Blake did not measure up to the mas t erful 

fi gure presented by Jack Lewis , G. H. Teed , Andrew Murray and others . 

But I changed my opinion when I read "I n Triple Disguise" 
(S.B.L. Firs t Series No. 20) . Here his writi ng seemed to reach a 

highe r level ; his Bl ake ach ieved a grea ter s t ature , and the back 

ground of Berlin carried an air of authenticity . 
Reading many of his stories years later - a number of them new 

to me - it appears indisputable that he was an exceedingly good 
writer , despi t e his mannerisms and peculiarities . His use of the 

word 'bade' is too well known to need comment; his characters also 
had a habit of breaking off a sentence unfinished , particularly at 

the end of a chapte r . 
He had a gift of narrative and his descriptive power s were con -

s i derable . Here is an example of the lat ter , ext r acted f r om "In 

Wildest Afri ca , " (B.F . L. No. 120) . 
"They had reached the bord er s of the Blue Swamp, wit hout a doubt . 

The r e it lay close beyond them , under the purpling sky , a scene 

painted in such fan t astic gar i sh colouring th at it was difficul t to 

believe t hat it was a reality ; a vas t maze of brake and copse , of 

quivering bog and sward , of s limy pools and rank vegetation , of 

poisonous flow ers and rotting lo gs , and dead skele tons of trees , all 

steeped in a luminous , sickly , yellowish - blu e tint •• . •• " 
This i s not a Sexton Blake story , but it in trodu ces an old friend 

of the detective , Matthew Quin , the wild beast hunter , and als o 

Theodo r e Roosev elt and his s on Kermit . The American ex - pres i den t 

was a popul ar figur e at this time w1 th bi g game hunting expedi tions , 

for he appeared in other stories by different autho rs . 
Primarily Murray Gr aydon must be regarded as an adventure story 

write r . His de tee ti ve stories are not outstanding, al t hough read 

able , and such mysteries ae they concern are not di ffi cult to fa t hom. 

Prob ab ly his best efforts in this field were : 
"The Mystery of th e Abandoned Cottage " (SBL. 1s t Series No. 357) 
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"The Mystery of Monte Carlo . " (S.B.L. 2nd Series No. 130) 
"The Secr et of the Flames . " (S.B.L. 2nd Series No. 205) 

to name a few . 
It \fas "hen he took Blake and '!'inker abroad on espionage or other 

assignments that he showed to best advantage . His knowledge of 
fo reign cities and countries was extensive and amazing; Paris, Berlin , 
Rome, Vienna, St . Petersburg , - he seemed to know them all , streets 
and restaur ants and landmarks. This same intimate knowledge is 
evident in his stories of England and Scotland as well ; his descrip
tions of lonely parts of Devonshire and Dorset , Norfolk and the High
lands were remarkabl e and f ascinating , bri nging their remot e beauty 
before the reader 's eyes in vivid detail. 

He might be classed as a 'peril expert.' Having extr acted his 
heroes from a succession of dangers - murderous savages , rushing 
torrents , tropical storms and erupting volcanoes - after which they 
might expect a little relief from tension , some new menace was bound 
to arise. Indeed, one of his favourite sentences was: "The peril 
was not yet over. 11 

A most prolific author , he turned out an astonishing number of 
yarns in addition to his conside r able output of Blake adventure s . He 
wrote his t ori cal tal es , military tales , Buffalo Bill tales , stor ie s of 
the French Revolution, the Boxer rebellion , the slav e trade and the 
Hudson Bay Company. He even wrote about th e Black Hand, the uprising 
of the Riffs and the Moplah Rebellion . He was responsible for IIIBJlY 
of the topical stories in the pink Union Jack and for stories of a war 
correspondent, Dick Wal.lace, in ' Pluck. 1 

Murray Graydon created a number of characters who appeared from 
t ime to time in the Blake saga and elsewhere . I nspired no doubt by 
Michael Storm' s Plumro.er, he introduced a master- criminal in Laban 
Creed . In the beginning this crook had a col ourfu l daughter , Torfrida , 
of whose subsequent fate I remai n in ignorance , as she never appeared 
in the la t er stories . Then, of course , there was the notorious Basil 
Wicketshaw, who ma.de his debut in "Their Great Adventure" (S .B.L. 1st 
Series No . 17) . In this story his real name was given as Count Ivor 
7iuross, a Roumanian. (Rather contradictorily , in a later sto11 , it 
was implied that \licketsha\f belonged to a noble Brit i sh family. J 

Charles Priest was another master- crook the origin of whose name 
is not far to seek . This character also appeared in a Derek Clyde 
story , while Laban Cr eed was brought into conflict ri th Will Spearing 
in t he pages of 'Pluck.' W'icketshaw and Creed combined fo rces in 
one book, "Lost in Cambodia," (S .B.L. 1st Series No. 257) . Wicketshaw's 
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accomplices, Gabriel Pent er lei th (sometimes Penterlei gh) and Rupert 

Vole , were never far from their chief , and some times the ubiqu itous 

Matthew Quin can:e into contact with them , as did that intrepid Secret 

Service man, Cavendish Doyle . 
Murray Graydon also wrote about other detectives - Abel Link , 

Gordon Fox , Derek Clyde and Nelson Lee , The first two , I believe , 

were his own creations. But his own favourite character appears to 

have been Matthew Quin , for he can be encountered in the Boys • 

Champion , the Boys• Friend Library , the Boys • Realm , the Pelll\Y Pic 

torial , the Union Jack, the Sexton Blake Library and probably other 

periodicals as well. 
This author ' s gi rl s are apt to be dismissed as Victorian types 

who swooned at t he sligh te s t provocation . But this is not the case ; 

while some undoubtedly fitted into this category , others were sur 

prisingly sophisticated and enterprising . There was Roma Lorrain , 

the daring French spy who teamed up with Blake in "In Tri ple Disguise" 

(a forerunner of Mdlle . Julie?) ; there was Ber tha Wolff , a similar 

t;ype but of German origin, who figured in "The Case of the Four 

Barons" (S,B.L. 1st Series No. 285) ; and Lossie Can:eron , a tough 

Scottish girl who threw Tink er about with the facili t;y of Honor Blac k

man in T.V' s "Avengers. " (See "The Whit e Deat h S ,B. L, 2nd Series No. 

34) . And one must not forget Flora Dal.keith , of "Rogue s of the 

Desert" (S, B,L. No, 105) who eloped with a ;young emir in Constan tino

ple and was indirectly r espons ible for the whol esale slaughter of a 

host of desert tri besmen before she was returned to civilisation . 

And there were sundry other minor heroines of different nat1onali ties 

who were far from shy and retiring , 
Early s tor i es of Matthew Quin were pub l ished in a pape r called 

' The Boys' Champion ' in 1902, Another early manifestation of Murray 

Graydon is to be found in a shor t s tocy at the back of tel • Marvel ' 

No. 518 , The title is "Unmasked" and it deals with a IJIYstecy solved 

b;y Abel Link , detective, The date is hard to decipher , but appears 

to be October , 1902, 
In retrospect, Murray Graydon' a work presents an odd mixture of 

experience and naivete , but there is no question of his slnl l as a 

narrator . 

THE BROllN S'IUDY 

One or two items from September ' s BLAKIANA in t he Digest have 

set me thinking, They come mainly from Mr, II. O. G. Lofts's tribu t e 

to the late John Hunter. Bill tells us fra.nkl;y how, wit h less than 
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his usual tact , he wrote to sy,,pathise with Kr, Hunter because 

Blaldana had called Kr. Hunter a "washout." Not being a C.D. reader , 
Mr, Hunt er had known nothing about it previ ous l y. Where ignorance is 

bliss , e t c. 
Kr. Lofts attributes the washout cement to one, Maurice Bond, 

who conducted Blakiana in the long , long ago. To be quite fair to 

the memory of Kr, Bond, let us say that the washout business did not 
origina te with him or with Blakiana , though it could be that Hr . Bond 

used the same descrip t ion in Blakiana later. 
In the Letter Box of Collectors ' Diges t !lumber One, there was a 

quote from a letter vritten um.er the pen-name "Disgusted . " The quote 
was: "Why should that washout John Hunter be allowed to disgrace the 
name of Sexton Blake? 11 

"Let te r- Boxes " in Number Ones are always suspect , and this was no 
exception . The "quotesn were actually invented by the editor , Herbert 

Leckenby. His motives were good , merely to stir up some of his 
readers to write in defence of Kr. Hunter , thereby supplying material 
for the new magazine . And it would never occur to him that Kr, Hunter 

himself would ever l earn of the piece of caus t ic criticism implied . 
Kr. Lofts suggests that nothir.g so caustic could ever featuxe in 

Blakiana or the Digest now? Could it? Well , one thing is very 

definite, Under no circumstances are critical cocments from fictitious 
readers ever used to stir up feeling these days in the Digest , We 
have too many letters from genuine readers for us ever to need to 

create counterfeit ones . 
Would C .D. ever p.iblish such a caustic co1IC1ent from a genuine 

reader? Probably not , th~ we like readers to have their say within 

reason . And a reade r who is unfair will always get a back-hander 
from someone else in the next issue or so . Readers have a strong 

sense of f air pl ay, as every ent erprising edit or knows . 
For instance, "The MiOO Killers 11 was sla.moed a month or two back. 

This month a reader praises it . And that's how things work out . 

Kr, Hunter explained how he cBl:le to invent a name - &!ward Carte r 
- for Tinker . Tinker needed a nai:,e to sign in an hotel register . 
All righ t, though J , Tinker or even Tinker Bell might seem to answer 

the same purpose . 
Mr. Hunter went on to explain that the name Tinker b~t to 

mind a barefooted , hoceless waif , Did it? When you were reading of 
Tinker in some of the greatest tales between the wars , di.d you think 
of him as a barefooted waif? Did you pause to wonder what name he 
had on his passport or what name he signed in the hotel r egister? 
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Did you picture him driving Blake 's Rolls Royce with bare feet? Did 
you imagine him sitting, white - faced, pinched , and hungry behind t he 
wheel? You tell us . 

Mr. Walter We bb explained why i t was nice for Bl ake to find Paula 
Dane . It "transformed him from the gaunt , asce ti c , and somewha t 
l onely figure of the austere years ." Did your pre - Dane Blake ever 
strike you as lonely? Or is it just poss i bl e that you like d him t o 
be busy tracking crooks rather than "growing younger " in the ccmpany 
of Miss Dane? 

* * * * * 
GREAT NEWS FOR SEXTON BLAKE FANS 

A great Blake "classic " is to be publi shed in the Sexton Blake 
Library in December . Pierr e Quiroul e , perhaps the grea t est of the 
pre - war Blake write r s, is coming back , bringing in his wake those two 
great characters, Granite Gr ant and Mademoisell e J ul ie . The sto ry 
will be "THE LIVING SHADOW." It will be published u ntrimmed and 
unspoiled. 

The plot of "The Li ving Shadow11 deals with scientific camouflage , 
a t heme which , oddly enough , is far more credible in 1965 than when 
the story was written . In a magnificent chapte r half - way through the 
sto ry, Blake finds himself alone with t he Shadow, in an old gas - lit 
mansion on Blackheath . It is a bri ll i ant pi ece of writing - t hrill -
ing, amusing, and desperately eerie. It is not a tale to be read 
late at night - but it is a 11must 11 for all lovers of good fiction . 

No writer ever depicted Blake , Tinker , and Pedro more delight 
fully than Pierre Quiroule, and he is a past - master in fascinating the 
reader as Blake goes through all the gamut of detection ti ll he gets 
his man. You mustn ' t miss "The LivingShadow. 11 

* * * * * 
JO!!N HUNTER 

Mr. W. O. G. Lof t s asks us to s t ate that in his haste to pay 
tribute to th e l ate J ohn Hunte r, he inadvertently slipped up. Hunter 
wrote 2 Bl akes under the Peter Meriton pen- name , and a total of 57 
Sexton Bl ake tales . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
~ : 20 St. Frank ' s Schoolboys• Own Lib r aries - 5/6 each. 
50 Nelson Lees , Secon d New, 2/ 6 each ; 50 Nelson Lees , First New, 3/6 
each ; Collectors Digests , various numbers 1950- 1960 , 2/ - eac h. 
Postage extra. NORMAN PRAGNELL1 33 BRAE STREET, LIVERPOOL ? . 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
CONDUCTED BY JACK WOOD 

A IEM'ER FROM ST. FRANK'S By JIM COOK 

When f ootball or cricket , among oth er things , are not th e chief 
topic of conversation in the Junio r Common rooms, you can depend on it 
that highlights of previous holidays adventures over seas will be th e f 
subjec t under discussion . And it i s re markable how of t en I hear the 
junio r s re call their China visi t when Yung Ching was kidnapped and 
Lord Dorrimore , Nelson Lee and the boys of St . Fr ank's went to the 
rescue. 

Si nce the se adventures have been set down in de tail I don '~ pro
pose to recall any exciting incidents here, but each time I go to St . 
Frank ' s I promise m,yself th at I will rou t out Yung Ching and interview 
him for Collectors' Digest. And each time I miss hi m. 

But with the help of Willy Handfort h and Co. I managed to find 
him si ttill8 in the School museum, reading . 

Yung Ching was smili ng all over his yello w face as he l ooked up 
a t me, I t i s impossib l e to tell what goes on in his mind fo r he will 
smil e when he is angry jus t as easily as when he is happy , But he 
agreed to let me interview him and we left the musty museum for Study 
R in the West House. Both Doyle and Scott , Ching' s study mate s , were 
out , so we enjoy ed a pl ace to ourselves . 

Larry Scott , the boy who never t el ls a lie• t old me some t ime ago 
that Chingy hadn ' t alt ered one little bit since Scott first met him , 
but Scott came to St. Frank ' s nearly a year l a ter than Yung Ching and 
the latter ' s a rrival at St . Frank ' s was to be sparked off with some 
amazi ng adventure s later in the South Seas . But t he str ange thi ng is 
Y1Jng Ching was ki dnapped again so:oe time later by his fath er • s enemies d 
with t he resultant journey to China by Dorrie , Lee and t he junio r s . 

Thus this one character was involved in two maj or exper iences 
that were to go down in the history of St . Frank's as the most exciting 
and most adventurous of the many trips abroad the junio r s enjoy ed, 
China can always be re lie d upon to provide a sufficient quota of 
myst ery , and in the China series when Fu- Chow made his sec ond a t tempt 
t o hold Chingy as a hostage and force his f a ther , t he Mandarin of 
Hu-Kiang, to giv e up hi s lands, the s t ruggle between the Oriental and 
Wes tern minds followed in tru e fashion. I t appears th e chronicler 
first gave the name Fu-Chow and la t er as Foo Chow with a degree of 
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doctor added bu t Chingy assures me it is the same Chinese millionaire 

who figures in bo t h adventures . As we sat there in S tudy R talking 

about China and its millions Chin g expressed a thought that has been 

with me ever since. He said t here were many such men today in Chi na 
as F\J.- Chow, po¥erful and relentless in their ef fort to swell China• s 

bursting populations into a complete all - world Chinese domination. 

As long as there were men like Lord Dorrimore and Nelson Lee to ba r 

their progress such dreams woul d be futile, but there will come a time 

when such indomitab l e spirits woul d be overwhelmed by sheer weight of 
numbers and the per il fran the East would be a reality. 

Stran gely enough , Yung Ching was booked to go to Bol tdene College 

in Kent when he first arrived in England bu t it was decided to send 

him to St. Frank's . It was a wise decisi on for Ching came to the 

finest College in England . 
It may not be generally known that the Chinese always pu t their 

surnames first. Thus to Anglicise this Chinese schoolboy's name 
would be Ching Yung. So when the jumors refer to him as Chingy 

th ey are calling him by his second name, which is an honour very few 

boys rece1 ve. 
Feeling in Oriental mood I next sought out the Japanese juni or 

Sessue Yakama. He came to St. Frank 's surrounded in mystery too bu t 

a long tic:e before Yung Ching. As he gets hardly mentioned in the 

famous exploits of the St. Frank's cro wd I really wondered whethe r he 

still remained a t the school. However , I found him all ri ght in Stu dy 

4 in the Modern House . He occupies this study al one and I rather 

think he prefers i t thi s way. There is a slight similarity be tween 

Chingy and Yakama in th a t they are both smiling and inscrutable what

ever their inner thoughts may be but there the s imilarity ends. 
While Yakama hasn't that air of mystery about him in spit e of an 

obvious display of in t rigue in his smiling face Chlngy is myste r iou s 

without at tempting to be. Thus you can feel at ease rn the presence 

of the Jap but Yung Ching tends to set you thinking of dark and 

puzzling depths. Although the arrival of Yung Ching at St. Fr ank's 

followed by a kidnapping of ths t junio r Yakama • s advent at the school 

was the threat of death which was or de red by The Circle of Terror 

whose agents were in the district . This Organisation was well - known 

to Lee and Nipper long before they sough t refuge at St . Frank's and 

before even St. Frank's history waa being wrl tten , so Lee was well 

aware of this dreaded terrorist Circle. 
I sat t here lis t ening to Yakama for quite a long time for it was 

very in t er es t ing hea r ing abou t the old days at St. Fr ank ' s when 
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DeValer ie chummed up with Yakama and Val was known then as The Rotter , 
But it se ems so sad to me that such characte rs could hold the lime
light so powerfully when they f irst came t o the school and t t.,n later 
fade out into obscurity that something should be done about it. Un
wit t ingly I have unearthed two such characters now and in the meantime 
I will look i nto other f al l en idols of St . Frank's . 

I don 1 t mean t hose who get mentioned from time to t ime in the 
chronicles but rather t hose junio rs - and senio rs - who seem to have ~ 

been spi r i t ed away from t he school. There aren ' t many though who ,f 
came to St. Frank's in a bla ze of publ icity and are now living i n 
obscurity , Most of them have something to say for themselves aoo get 
into prin t , but Yung Ching and Sessue Yakama were really left out in 
the col d and I find it very interesting to winkle out these once 
famous names and listen once again to their interes ti ng arrival at the 
school. 

Before I l eft Yung Ching he gave me a message for you ; it is . . . 
"Qjng t i wo wenhou nide j iar en" 

which is Chinese f or "Gi ve my regards to your famil y . 11 So to those 
who have families ple ase acce pt Yung Ching ' s greet i ng . 

- : - :- : - :-: - : - : - : -:-

MAGNETS: Over 100 between 191 6-1 930, 7 / 6d each . Abeu t 50, 1934-40, 
3/ 6 - 5/ - each . Also several complete series , including Lancaster , 
CfJ/- ; Brander £3; Pop-Circus 2'776d ; Cavandal e Abbey Xmas , £2, 
Sever al Gr eyfriar s S.O. Ls, NELSON LEES: 112 ol d se r ies, 1923-2 6, 
4/ - each ; 193 1st New Series , 1926- 30, 3/ 6d, each ; 24 2nd New Series , 

· 3/ - ea ch, MONSTER LIBRARY: 17 issu e s , 15/- ea ch, 
WANTED: Many Magnets before 1932 - 7/6d, each offered , or equal 
exchange same period , 10/ - each offered for 913, 757, 800, 881, 884 
886, Bffl, 923, 926, 92'7, 928, 975, 976, 977, 999, 1000, 1043, 1048, ~ 
1070, 1071, 1141. 

(S.A.E.) LAURIE SUT'ION, 112 REPl'ON ROAD, ORPINGTON, KENT 

WANTED to complete Loooon Club ' s "Nelson Lee" Library , O.S. 112- 156, 
166-186 , 399-407 , 448, 449, 455. I n case it may have escaped your 
notice , the London Club's "Nelson Lee" Library, with over 750 books, 
is avail able to ALL READERS OF 'lllE C ,D, LIVING IN THE BRITISH ISLES. 

Write to me for details : 

BOB BLYTHE, 40, ELLESMERE ROAD, OOLLIS HlLL, LONDON. N.W.10 
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h a m i I ton i ana 
"I SAY, YOU CHAPS - BUNTER'S HI T THE NATIONAL HEADLINES WITH A 
BAIIG ! AND THEY SAY HE'S TURNING INTO SOMETHING CALLED A •CULT. • 
LET'S KICK HI M ALL ROUND THE QUAD BEFORE HE GETS BIG- HEADED • • • • ! " 

~y_BEi ~ - D~y!e 

What a month i t I s been for lovers of Greyfriars? 
Surely t he vene r able old place has never experienced such an 

intens iv e spate of public ity in i t s lo ng his tor y as i t has during the 
las t few weeks . And all spa rked off , of course , by t he g r eat tripl e 
publishing even t which br ought forth the souvenir r epr in t of MAGNET 
No. 1, th e final Bunt e r book , "Bunt e r' s Last Fling " and J. S . Butcher 1 s 
"Greyfriars School : A Pr ospectus " - and a ll in the same week ! 

All t his was all ied to a full - page feature in WEEKEND about old 
boys ' pape r s and the pr ic es th ey command t hes e dayS j an il lus trated 
five - page f eature on old boys • papers and their history in BOYS' WORLD 
ANNUAL; an item in BBC TV I s 11Town and Ar ound II pro gramme, which showed 
the Fl ee tway pr ess e s actually printing the MAGNET No. 1 re pri nt ; an 
in terview in STV ' s 11Day by Dayn programme with London OBBC President 
John Wernham on the hobby ; and the welcome and scarcely - believable 
ne ws tha t Flee t way a r e to publish "Billy Bunt e r' s Holi day Book 11 in 
Octo ber, follo wed by a re gula rly mont hly series of MAGNET repri nts , 
Riches i ndeed: 

The Nat iona l newspape r and magazine critics r ea lly went to town 
w1t h lengthY reviews on the three Greyfriars publi ca t ions . A roun d 
dozen leading publica t io ns devoted no less t han 33 4 c olumn inches and 
11 p i ctures to the e vent - a rou gh aver age of 28 column inches and 1 
pi cture per paper . To quo te a l l the reviews would t ake up the whole 
of this C .D. and more . But he.re is a brief round -up of how some of 
the cr itics r eac te d to the news th a t Greyfr1a r s - and Will i am George 
Bunter - had reached the end of their long , long trail :-

OH CRIKEY! IS THIS THE END OF BILLY BUNTER? Greyfriar s School, th e 
only s ea t of learning which always had an upturned drawi ng - pin on it ... 
i t s uniqu e history . " A. W. Par sons, DAILY MAIL 

THE LAST JAPE. • • • • I enjoyed goin g back in time to the world of 
Greyf r iars School. , . • above all , to th e owl of the Remove himself • • • • 
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Bunter still has his fans by the milli on, ranging in age now frolij 8 
to 80." 

Peter Grosvenor, DAILY EXPRESS. 

EXIT BUNTER. Today marks the positively last appearance of the most 
famous character in schoo lboy li t erature - and the thought will induce 
. . . . a pang of regret , to i ssue a soft sigh for our lost youth .... 
Frank Richards will have his niche in sub-lite rary history, for it is 
people who survive - and Billy Bunter . ... was a person . " 

Rober t Ottaway , DAILY SKETCH, 

BILLY BUNTER ATE filllE, .. .. th e ultimate accolade .. , .Mr. Richards 
was . . . . a story - teller .. .. the compulsion is there .... one must read on, . " 

Michael Hogg, DAI LY TELEX)RAPH. 
GOODBYE TO BUNTER, Bunter is up to all his tricks , ... the excellent 
PROSPEC'l'JS, .... th e sto ry ' s t he thi ng and that has been one merit 
the Greyfriars I sagas have never lacked ." 

Ion Trewin , SUNDAY TELEX)RAPH. 

GREYFRIARS - MOST FAMOUS OF ENGLISH PUBLIC SCHOOLS. To generation 
af ter generation the most famous public school in Britain has been 
Greyfria rs in the county of Kent . When Frank Richards died in 1961 
he left a loving and livi ng le gend • .. • the unquestioned genius of 
Richa rds. Most memorable • . • . is William George Bunt er , •.. whose name 
i s known to al l in Britain . ... Cassell's have done Greyfri ars proud. 
PROSP!X:'l'JS is a fitting monument to Greyf riars School and no close 
studen t of education should be without it. 11 

TIME AND TI DE. 
FARE'IIELL TO BILLY BUNTER. Greyfriars School has con tinu ed to be a 

+ 

delight to new generations of children and a haven of nostalgia for (. 
adult s . Only the other day a Birmin gham public lib r ary reporte d J' 
that 22 Bunt er titles had been stolen from their shelves • •• • thi s sad 
occasion . " 

THE BOOKSELLER. 

BILLY BUNTER AND ALL HIS BATTLES ARE ENDED. . .. • Bunt er was a figure 
of heroic dimensions . . . . . Bunter appeared on TV ... . though he never 
mat eria l ized convincingly away from the printed page. I t was once 
said that Shakespeare had made King Lear ' too bi g to be acted ' and 
perhaps there is a parallel in Bunter? . . . . thre e characte rs in Englis h 
literature have passed into the English l all8'1age: everyone knows what 
i s meant if you refer to s omeone as a Shylock, a Romeo or a Sherlo ck 
Holmes. He might have added a fourth , for everyone knows what is 
meant if you refer to 'a proper Billy Bunter• . ... I expect to meet 
Mr. Pickwick i n Heaven. , . . and how .POUld it be Heaven without Bob 
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Che.rry' s 'Hal lo, hallo , hallo ! ' , or D'Arcy's ' Yaas , wathah ~' or that 
fat , fatuous and familiar voice ble ating ' I say , you fellows . ... !' ?" 

Alan Gibson, SMiTH ' S TRADE NEWS. 
MAGNET NUMBER ONE .• •• it ' s a joy that such a costly item is being made 
available • . . • the f ir st adventure of Harry Wharto n is a delectab le di sh 
of adven tur e . ... a red- letter day for all Greyf ri ars Schoo l 'Old Boys' 
•• . • what a pit y t ha t my ol d friend with the runaw ay pen , Frank 
Ri chards , didn 't live to see the day . I ' ve read PROSPECTUS with 
enormous pleasure and wonderment .. . . for thousands i t (Gr eyfr i ar s) is 
still th e most f amous schoo l in t he world." 

llhi tefriar , SMITH' S TRADE NEWS. 
BUNTER WADDLES AGAIN. A famous ghost walks again thi s week . A 
very large gho s t - perhaps the largest in the history of Br i t ish 
publishing. His name is William George Bunter • • • . who yarooed and 
c hortled his way to immortality •• . • the reprinti ng of th e fi r st issue 
of the MAGNET will be hailed with wild deli ght •• • • Hamilton created a 
dreamworld s o vivid that i t coloured the imagination of every boy who 
came i nt o con t ac t with it. " 

11 
••• • what remains of con tinui ng i nteres t is the f ame as a 

national institution enjoyed by Billy Bunter . He is as well - known , 
and as gen erally accep te d, as Sher lock Holmes himself .. .. " 

THE TIMES (F ourt h Leader) • 

As i f all t his wasn't enough , Bunt e r and Que l ch even be came the 
subjec ts in a political cartoon by Franklin in the DAIL Y MIRROR on 
September 16th . The unmistakab l e figure of Bunter sa t gorging tuck , 
his jacket labell ed I Export s ' and his trousers ' Imports 1 - with an 
ever -widening space marked 1 Gap' separating t he two. Mr. James 
Callaghan , l ooking very schoo l mast er - ish with mortar - board , was open -
i ng t he study door and surpri s ing Bunter in the ac t. The cap tion 
re ad 'Bunter ' s Latest Fling .' 

And Art hu r Pott e rsman, the liter ary criti c of THE SUN, r epo rt ed 
in a f eature article that after the Dick ens , Lamb, Sherlo ck Hol mes , 
Bronte and Jane Austen cul t s , the latest one seemed to be th e Bunt e r 
cult. The in t e r est in g paragrap hs i n this were the deta i ls - br ie f 
thou gh they were - Pot t ersman gave abo ut the r a th er myst e rious J . s . 
Butche r, the man who wrote t he PROSPECTUS and who had apparen tl y 
never heard of the Old Boys Book Cl ubs . Pottersman wrot e :-

"Mr. Butche r, born on Boxing Day, 1911 , le ft council scho o l at 
the age of 15 and went to work for 12/ 6d a week. At th e end of his 
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life he ws national inspector for a big tyre company. And I learn 
tha t he once told his publisher : 'Because I only went to a humble 
counci l school , I had a feeling of depriv ation . I found pleasure 
from my earliest days in reading of public and boarding-schoo l life 
which I could never hope to experience. llith the help of Frank 
Richards I Bunter stories, I created my own world of schoolboy fantasy . ' 

11Mr. Butcher never actual ly met Frank Richards. He collected 
all his information from the Bunter stories . Much of his collec t i on 
was destroyed during th e war , but he had built i t up again . The old 
MAGNET magazines lie now in the bookcase at his Romford, Essex , home." 

The provincial newspapers· were not idle during this 'Greyfriars 
Festival' either. Many devoted much space to reviews and feature 
artic l es. One , in the widely - read NEWCASTLE JOURNAL, gave up 76 
c olumn inches to a piece (spread over a large page) headed CRIKEY! ! 
BILLY BUNTER TO BE HEARD NO MORE. The writer, David Taylo r, went on 
to say : " • • •• there is s omething endearing about t he world of Grey
friars School. Its appeal is similar to that of Pet e r Pan and Bertie 
Wooster. So the publication of Frank Richards' ]as t Bunter book is a 
considerab le literary occasion. Greyfriars School •• •• will survive as 
long as young people retain innocence and old men regret their 
disillus ionment . " 

William George Bunter - wherever he i s right now - is probably 
blushing for the first time in his fat lif e after hearing all th is . 
And Frank Richards, his kiOOly, grand , great creator, is no doubt 
looking down on the furore he has caused , chuckling dei°ightedly as he 
watches one of th e fattest schoolboys ever , threatening to grow into 
one of the greatest minor literary cult s of the century • •• •• 

(EDITORIAL COMMENT: BUT - Collectors' Diges t gave the firs t , and, 
because it knew what it was talking about, 

probably the only real appraisal of the works. The Daily Mirror 
described 11Bunter's La.st Fling" as t he las t and probably the best of 
the manuscripts le ft behind by Charles Hamil ton, and spoke of the 
"dead Magnet and Gem comics. 11 Maybe he was a very young cr itic. 
So:ne papers reproduced pictures from Magnet No. 1, but none mentioned 
that th ey were the work of a fine a rti st named Button Mitchell . They 
didn't know.) 

* * * * * 
LET• S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No. 92 . THE PLACE OF RELIGION IN SCHOOL S'l'ORIIS 
Did reli gi on have any place in school tales? Moot Victorian 

. stories for youngsters had a religious slant . In fact , most of them 

+ 
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went out of their way to show that the wages of Sin was a very m1 -

pleasant end . Whet her they did any good for youth may be a question , 
but it can be said that those stories which have las t ed were wel l -
wr i t t en. 

Dean Farrar I s 11E-ric" preaches unashamedly . The se ntiment is 
heavily laid on , and the woe of the young sinne r is intense . Never 
theless, Farrar wrote well . Even a hundred years later one can 
appreciate the characterisation , and "Eric" con t ains many passages 
which charm and touch even to-day. 

Talbot Baines Reed ' s tales mostly were ligh t ly tinted with t he 
brush of religion . But he wr ote well , he never preached , and one 
comes upon the little religious items so unexpectedly that they prob 
ably did more good than an out-and - out re l igious approach . 

Mrs . 0 . F . Walton wrote delightful stories for young people. They 
all had a deeply religious motif , but she wro t e so well in her own 
particular style that she never seemed t o be ma.king a sermon . "A Peep 
Behind the Scenes " is a l ovely l i t tle ta l e even in 1965 . 

I could mention many more . "How a Farthing Made a Fortune " is a 
little tale which linge r s in my memory from childhood . 

Which brings us to religion in our own ol d pape r s . 
In the ext r act from his diary , Danny reminds us that the Magne t 

sto r y "The Sunday Crusaders 11 is exact l y fifty years old this month. 
To the best of my rec o llection it is the only s t ory of Greyf' r ia r s , St. 
Jim ' s , or Rookwood whi ch has a re l igious theme. 

Whether I am s t icking my neck out I do no t know, but in my view 
this was an appall i ng tale , utte rl y unsu i table f or in clus i on in the 
Magnet . Let me make it clear that I do no t condemn it on account of 
its religious theme. Basically the plo t i s a risky one for an,y boys I 

pape r - t he plot of a number of boys who profess atheism bu t who are 
brought back to the faith by a course of events set agains t a back 
ground of good boys and naughty boys . This plo t , skilfully han dled by 
a good writer , with light and shade replacing black and white , wit h a 
little bit of under - statement replacing the sickly preaching , migh t 
have made extremely interesting reading f or t he discriminating. But a 
theme of this type i s thin i ce over which the s kilful writer must skim 
ligh tl y f or any hope of success . ' 

The writer of 11SUnday Crusaders " skates over the t hin ice with all 
the grace of an elephant with roari ng toothache. Small wonder tha t 
within the course of a chap t er or two he is in deep water , with his 
reade r s shivering on the bank as they look on . 

He over l ooks that the Remove would include boys of all creeds . 



Page 20 

He makes his "Pagans" the unpleasant boys of the form. His only 

subt l e move is in making Pet er Todd one of the Pagans, a sligh t advan

tage which is lost in a welte r of sentiment midway through the st ory , 

All this might not oatter if the writing were entertaining , but the 

hammy dialogue does not help things . Skinner's cocments are intended 

for airy persiflage of the Cardew type , but they work out as heayy as 

a suet pudding . 
Let us look at a brief synopsis of the plot of "Sunday Crusaders , " 

At the start of the story , Skinner & Co are annoyed by the folloving 

notice placed on the board by the Headmaster : 
"I have considered it desirable that all boys who have been 

confll'l:led shall attend Divine Service , Matins, and !:vensong every 

Sunday until further notice , Herbert H. Locke," 

One would not think that such a notice would effect every boy in 

the Remove, but apparently it does , from the way the sto ry goes on. 

Chapter One continues Wl th Skinner slating the editor of the Boys• 

Friend who has "ticked off " scr.ebody who wanted to play football on 

Sunday, Thereupon , Harry Wharton & Co stoutly defend the said editor , 

which is really only just, for the said editor has been plugging the 

Masnet right, left, and centr e for many weeks psst , 
In Chapter Two, Mark Linley receives a certificate fror::i t he 

Society for the Pro::iotion of Christian Knowledge. He asks Bob Cherry 

whether it may be framed and hung up in the s tudy . Later , Skinner 

smashes the frame, destroys the certificate, and writes on the wall 
such co,,,,ents as "MOSES, THE MALEFACTOR" and "WITH JEHOSHOPl!AT IN 

JUDEA.II 
'ihen Bob Cherry sees what has been done , he rushes to the fonn-

room where the form is already assembled under Mr. Quelch. Bob 

seizes Skinner, and, in the presence of the form-!:IB.ster, yanks the cad 

of the Recove out of lus seat, and "proceeds to tut out right and left 

with his big fists . He blacked one of his eyes, got in a telUng 

blow on SkiMer 1 s proo:iinent nose, and wound up wi. th a smashing ngh t

hander." 
Thereupon Mr, Quelch flogs Bob, and follows up the flo gging with 

an enquiry as to the rights and wrongs of the matter. 
"What( You 1:1ean to tell me that Linley received a certificate 

from a society with such sound and manly principles, and that you 

ruthlessly destr oyed it? " 
"Ahem! We don't think much of societies like that , sir , 11 said 

SkiMe r . 
"Who's 'we?'' thundered Mr. Quelch, 

I .. 
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"Myself , sir, and Bunter , and Bolsover, sir. " 
''Three of the most blackguardly boys in the Remove! 11 sniffed the 

form-master . 
Would any form-master make such a comment to his class? 
So Skinner formed his band of Pagans . They were Bolsove r, Snoop , 

Stot t , Fish, Bunter , Hazeldene , Morgan, Treluce , Wun Lung, and Todd . 
So the auth or scraped the bottom for his Pa gans - except for Todd. 
"The Famous Five almos t f ell down . They could hardly believe 

t he evidence of their ears . Pe t er Todd was a n Atheist. 
Don't throw in your lot with Skinner , for Heaven 1 s saket pleaded 

Wharton. It's madness t o go against t he Church ! 11 

The follo wing Sunday , Skirmer went t o the pictures . On his way 
out from the cinema "a hand was suddenly clapped on to his shoulde r, 
and a voice whi ch rang like a death - lrnell in the ears of the adven 
turous junio r, exclaimed: 

Skinner! What are you doing here? " 
The intruder (said the author) was no less terrible a personage 

than Mr. Quelch. 
Late r on, Mr. Quel ch roars at Skinner : "Do not presume to bandy 

words with me, Skinner . You are depraved, unwor thy of the name of 
boy. But I find conso l at io n in the fact that this will doubtless be 
your last night at Greyfriars . " 

The next day , the Head takes over. 
"Boys, I have called you together thi s morning that I might make 

an exhibition of a boy who i s nothing more or less than a viper in 
thi s school. " 

So Skirmer ge t s a floggi ng , and roars (in his turn) : "Oh! Yah ! 
Yow! Help ! Yaroop t Ow- wow- ow! 11 

For the next Sunday, Skirmer arranges a football-match to be 
played against Ponsonby & Co in a priv ate meadow. 

In t he middle of it , Bob Cherry and Mark Linley arrive , i n the 
middle of t heir Sunday walk. "The sight of the game had almos t 
stupefied Bob at first . Then he had been filled with sudden revul
sion at the whole scene . 11 

Bob Cherry thereupon fights Peter Todd and beats him . 
"I' 11 shak e hands with you , Todd, " he said quietly , "wl\en you 've 

ta.ken your stand for the Church." 
Through a sort of mist, Todd extended his hand . 
"Forgive me," he said simply. "I' ve been an utter f ool. 

There ' s a lot to be said for going to church . It makes a fellow 
true blue . " 
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That evening , the Pagans, instead of a ttendi ng church as ordered, 
rob the tuckshop . The Bounder finds them i n the dormitory , and 
makes them return the stolen food. Early the next morning , Wharton 
& Co make the Pagans "run the gauntle t." 

The author then quotes the poet: 
"So comes a reckoning when the banquet ' s o ' er : 
A dreadful reckoning, and men smile no more." 

Finally, Skinner and Bolsover f ill a t in with stones, and intend 
to take away the church bell and replace it with the tin. But when, • 
up in the belfry , they have done this , they find th at somebody has 
moved the ladder. As they seek a means of getting down, a plank 
gives way, and they both fall . Bolsover catches hold of a beam, and 
SkiIU1er manages to grip Bolsover • s legs. To save Bolsover , Skinner 
lets go. 

Help ar rives in the persons of Linley and Courtney . 
"Killed!" echoed Bolsover , with a choking sob. "Oh, Courtney , 

Courtney~ Killed ! And he gave his l ife for me. 11 

But the story is not yet over. There is still time to show Dr. 
Locke as a most astonishing Headmaster. 

"Send for the best surgeon in the kingdo m, if necessary, 11 said 
the Head. 11! care not what his fee is . That boy ' s li fe must be 
saved at all hazards. " 

Skinner's leg is broken , he has internal injuries , and an opera 
tion is perf ormed on him. "But in t he si lent watches of the night 
t hat followed a change for th e worse drew rapidly on. The breathing 
became a series of short , quick gasps , the lungs seemed choked . 11 

The highlight of the story is yet to come. 
"For a long time it seemed impossible that the boy woul d live, 

and the Head could not" decide whether to wire for Skinner' s parents , 
or wait for the doctor •s morning visi t . At last he decided upon the 
lat t er course . 11 

._ 

Well , well! A boy has fallen f r om the roof of a church . His 
leg is broken, he has had an operat i on for internal injuries , he is 
dying in t he night - and the Head of Greyf riars can • t decide whether 
to notify the boy1 s parents. The miracle is that Greyfriars lasted 
after October 1915. 

As I said earlier , 11Sunday Crusaders" did not fai l simply because 
it in t roduced religion. It failed as a result of shockingl y bad 
writing , and because religion was poured over it like custard over a 
fruit pie. Often the remarks of the schoolboys were utterly un
natural and embarras sing , and th e mast ers were impossible. Religion 
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was plugged to death . Linley went to th e Church at the time of the 

accident because he had forgot t en to put up t he hymn numbers for a 

service. Mr. Quelch was in Courtfield because he had been acting as 

relief - organist at Courtfield Church . Even if one could take it all 

seriously , the sec tarian nature of the t ale made it an oddity . 

Was it wise to introduce religion into any tal e in the Magnet ? 

One cannot answer the question by quoting "The Sunday Crusaders . " But 

one can answer the question f r om observing the attitude of Charles 

Hamil t on , t he world ' s greatest exponent of the school story . He 

never in t roduced religion in to his t ales t but he invariably t aught a 

high moral code which was good for every boy who read those ta les , no 

matter whet his creed . 
* * * * * 

CON'IROVEJlSIAL EX:HOES 

~ · THE TIIOUSAIIDTII MAN 

LAURIE SUTTON: I thought "The Thousandth Man" Controversial on the 

friendship theme was really wonderful writing , The old songs you 

mention like "Friend 0' Mine" certainly had sane meaning in them , un-

like the rubbish churned out these days . Mention of "A Dog \Ii th a 

Bad Name" als o brought back memories . I a l way s see m to get mos t out 

of s omething th at leaves me fe el ing sadness or compassion - in books, 

music , plays , or opera. There is a Puccini one-a ct opera (suer 

Angelica) that has me in tears from start to finish ; and I recently 

sa w "Good-bye Mr . Chips " at the National Film Theatre with much the 

same reaction . 
I am sure that in tn..Y boyhood Gussy was a more real friend to me 

then I ever found in life , esp ec ially as my physical handicap had l e ft 

me very shy and retiring . 

GEORGE SELLARS: Friendship played a big part in many Hamilton stories . 

At Greyfriars , Wharton - Nugent , Cherry - Linley , and , the greatest of 

a ll , Smithy and Redwing , Even deeper was tha t between Erroll and 

Mornington . We must not forget the charming friendship between 

Figgins and Cousin Ethel. One of th e finest was that of Tom Merry 

and Talbot . Acco rding to the poet , "Grea t e r love hath no man than 

the t he lay down his life for another . " Tom and Ta lbot would have 

done just that for each othe r. 
* * 11- * * 

GEMS OF HAMILTONIA No. 24 (New Ser ie s) 

A taste for the immortal works of Shakespeare was quite a new 

taste on t he part of his chum. Smithy was not much of a rea di ng man, 
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and Shakespeare bored him. This was one of many little changes that 
Tom Red.wing had noticed in his chum during the past week, and that 
perplexed him and gave him an odd sense of not knowing the fellow that 
he had thought he knew so well . 

No doubt it was a change for the better if Sllli t hy liked Shakes 
peare better t han pink papers that dealt with the odds on the geegees . 
But it was not like Smithy , and Tom Redwing had liked Smithy as he 
was - with all hi s f aults and failings . 

Smithy had improved during the week t hat had elapsed since his 
cousin and double , Bertie Vernon, had l eft Greyfriars. 

That was not to be doubt ed. 
Shakespeare was a great i mprovement on "Racing Tips . " It was a 

week since Redwing had scented cigare tt e smoke i n the study. He knew 
that Slllithy had not once been out of bounds during that week - a great 
change for the reckless Bounder. As for breaki ng out at night , 
Smithy seemed to have forgotten such escapades complete l y. 

It was all t o the good, and yet somehow Redwing felt and realised 
that he did not like his chum as he had always liked him. He blamed 
hi mself, for surel y he should have been glad to see the reckless 
scapegrace of Greyfriars mending his ways. But there it was, am he 
could not help it, 

Even now, when he asked Smithy if he were coming out , he was 
conscious of the fact that he really did not want Smith• s company. 

He had always want ed it, disagreeable as it often was. Now he 
did not - though he was loth to admit it to himself. But at t he 
bottom of his heart he knew it. and it gave him a dis comfited feeling 
of being a disloyal friend. * * * * * 

FORTHCOMING PRODUCTIONS 

Armada Books are doing a reprint of 10,000 of the Bunter titles 
of earlie r this year , but i n view of the proposed issue of a 1965- ~ 
Magnet, Armada are cont emplat ing no furthe r titles in t he Greyfr ia rs 
series . A natural result of the big sal es of Ma1tDet No. 

is the news that a fo rm of Magnet 
Library , reprinting the ol d stori es, will be on sale fortnightly at 
1/3 fro m la te October , Ther e has a l s o been a repor t , not yet veri f ied, 
t hat the new Magnet kicks off with two subst i tute stories. How sad 
if t his proves to be true - and HOW U'l'l'mLY, UTTERLY LUDICROUS! 

WANTED: 1d Marvel No. 393 , single copy or in bound volume . Ple ase 
quot e . ~ . 12 TREVARTHIAN ROAD, ST. AUSTELL, ~· 
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news if tfie c[u&s 
MIDLAND 

24th August , 1965 
A happy and lively ga t hering assembled in the Strat:ford room a t 

the Arden Hotel for our August meeti ng which was the best at t ended for 
some t ime . 

Tom Por t er was the r e wi. th his t wo collectors i t ems • "Billy Bun t er 
of Grey:friars School " being one of these and the other Magnet No. 1123 
for 24th August 1929, a story f rom t he Ravenspur Grange series and 
inciden t ally unique in that BW1ter is absent throughout . None t ha.l..ess 
an excellen t series . 

The programme got unde r way wit h a quiz from one of our young 
members , I an Pa r is h . It was well re ce ived , bu t most of us found it 
a I corke r . 1 The r e was some amusing banter regard i ng: the ans wers and 
some diffe r ence of opinion about t heir accuracy . 

Tom Port er ' s well - known game followed . The titles of Schoo l boys ' 
Own Lib r aries were the s olutions . Each member in turn calls out a 
lette r and t her e are a ce r ta i n number of spaces number ed off. The 
let t ers ar e fi l led in as they are called out . The idea of course is 
to have a shrewd guess when the l ette r s begin to assume a pattern. 
There were two games and Ray Bennett and Jack Bellfield were winne r s. 

The raffle or ga nized by our libr arian, Tom Porter , was then drawn 
and I van Webste r won fo r himself a Popul a r and a Sexton Blake Library , 
Our r apidly expanding library is due t o Tom' s efforts in t his direction. 

The final i t em was a reading by Madge Corbett from Magnet 1633 
entitled "The Bounde r ' s Dupe " - Smithy aiming at getting his own back 
on Quelch for giving him 's i x of t he best' and on Winga t e for r epo rt ing 
him f or smoking. 

Thus e nded a happy and successful meeting and 'lie lo ok forward t o 
t he next one on Sep t ember 28t h at 7 .30 at The Arden . 

JACK BELLFI ELD, Cor r esp ond e nt 

AUSTRALIA 

Once mor e t he members of "The Golden Hours Club" are able to 
gathe r in the old familiar atmosphere which was such an impor tan t 
factor at previous meetings held at "The Book Bargain Bazaar . " The 
new location proved most pleasing and as members explored "The Gaslight 
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Bookshop" prior to the meeting held there at 6, 15 p.m. on Thursday , 

August 19th , one and all expressed th e opinion that although the ren 
dezvous had been r enamed and re-located, there was s till the same warm 
welcome extended by me:nber Stan Nicholls , the proprietor, and the same 

beloved feeling of being at ho:oe =ongst the familiar book- lined 
shelves f roc floor to ceiling . Our very sincere thanks to Stan for 

so generous l y making t his Possible . 
Chairman Syd Smyth provided the highlight of the evenill8 when he 

produced a copy of The Saint Magazine containill8 Bill Lofts ' article 
on Robin Hood. !'.embers were pleased to see his !l8llle given such promi

nence on the cover in most illustrious company and they felt that it 

reflected great credi t on the hobby and was a well earned rew~ for 
his ,pfforts in the field of research . Sever al of the members had 
read the ar t icle and a ll agreed that i t was a really fine piece of 

craftsmanship and most gratifyill8 that Leslie Charteris had personally 
paid tribute to Bill 's talents , with which sentiments t her e was 

unanimous agr-eemen t . 
As al ways Arthur Holland was with us in spirit and his news and 

views were read out by the secre tary - and from Bill Hubb~ came a 

newsy lette r to add interestill8 items for the discussion period for 
the latter period of the meeting . 

The Chairman wishes to tell all thoee folk who have written him 

concerning the "Golden Hours" that all articles are in hand for issue 
No. 8 and it is ready for producti on at the soonest pcssib l e oppcrtuni ty . 

B. PATE Hon. Secretary , 

LONDON 

It was appropria te that 23 members and friend s left Victor ia in a 
'Claude Duval' coach bound for Margate and the Greyfriars countryside , 

A further five , the Hopkins, \/r ights and John Bush, were picked up at 
Lewieham and away we went. Len Packman soon got busy , distributing 
copies of the fa scimil e Maenet number one. The weather was ideal and 

it was an interesting journey fr om both scenery and old boys' book 
topics . Chairman, Bri an Doyle shewed around his copy of "Boys' World 
Annual" in which his own excellent arti cle on the old papers appears . 
Arriving at the Neyland Roel< Hotel , the party alighted and were joined 
by the five Becks froc Lewes, Roger Jenkins frOl:I Havant, John Wernhe.c 

from Maidstone, V. Clif t , Bill Lofts and Mr. & Mrs. Peters , all of 
whom had made the journey either by rail or car . Guest of honour was 
Miss Hood, to whom we all ove a great lll8l1Y thanks for looking after 

" 
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our late presi de nt, Frank Ric har ds for so many years . Forty persons 
sat down to an excellent lunch. Afterwards Don Webster ma.de a very 
fine conc is e speech and toasted the London Old Boys' Book Club. Roger 
Jenkins followed with an equa ll y fine speech and then raised t he t oast 
to the gues t s . Len Packma.n gave a f ew wel l chosen words and J ohn 
Wernham wound up the speeches by one of his own. He mentioned the 
Southe rn T. V. item to be telecast on Monday, Septem ber 6th , in the 
programme, "Day by Day," and mentioned the forthcoming issue a t 2/ 6 , 
the ca talogue of the Frank Richards museum. Messrs. Paclcman, Webster , 
Brian Doyle , Bennett and Lofts were five volun teer s for the quick quiz 
that Roger Jenkins conducted and that i s how they finished except fo r 
the last two named and th ey tied for fourth place. 

Then the company broke up to enjoy the sunshine and the amenities 
of Margate until re-assemblin g fo r t ea at the hoteL Af'ter tea, our 
worthy schola r of old boys' books lore , Bi l l Lofts , expounded on some 
of the new forthcoming Hamil ton publications. 

All too quickly it was time for the return jo urney home. A most 
successful meeting and outing, excellent souvenir menu cards , Sexton 
Blake characte r s depicted thereon , the gift of our worthy president , 
John Wernham. Our two youthful members, Nicholas Bennett and P ete r 
Kurowski , being able to purchase furthe r copies of the fascimile 
Magnet Number One at the books t all situated at the cafe etc . on t he M.2. 

Next meeting on Sunday, October 17th at the home of Reuben and 
Mrs. God.save, 35 , Woodhouse Road, Leyto nstone, London, E.11. Phone 
MARyland 1737 . Kindly advise if i ntending to be present. 

NORTHERN 

Meeting held Saturday , 11t h Septembe r 

UNCLE BENJAMIN 

The late holiday seas on fowtd fourteen members present at Hyde 
Park Road for our Septembe r meeting . Secretary Frank Hancock was 
missin g from his accust omed place , but the Chaim.an was back in his to 
wel c ome old friends and distinguished hobbyis t s J. Breeze Bentley and 
Roger Jenkins , who were in charge of the evening 1 s programme. 

This broke new ground : a nostalgic backward glimpse not at past 
peri odicals , but at the old Leeds and Bradford. t ram.Ways. Breeze 
refused to call his talk anything other than scattered re co llections ; 
but he always speaks from a prodigious memory and a voluminous f'und of 
knowl edge . An appre ciative audience knew . that he dealt with his 
subjec t as a true historian, and the great store of photographs with 
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which he was able t o illust r at e his survey added greatly to the 
in t erest . Half - way through t he evening Roger further developed th e 
evening ' s t heme with an admirable cin e- film , mainly i n col our, of past 
journeys on Leeds t r ams. The t ramways themselves a re dead and gone, 
but Roger was ab l e to show us a living his t ory . 

Prior to this we had all r evelled i n the unexpected thrill of 
inspecti ng a stall full of mint Magnet No. 1 s . News of the forth -
coming hobby publications ar oused keen discussion , most of all , of 
course , the pr ospect of further Magnet reprints . The only dismaying 
news was that which hinted that the next numbers to be chosen would be 
sub stories . We ar e all unanimous in our support of any reprinting 
venture , bu t this is a sure way t o forfeit goodwil l. Wel l , al l I can 
say is - I told them so ! JOHNNY BULL 

Next meeti ng, 9th October . 

MERSEYSIDE 

Meeti l er~2ti. s
5Y£~1'fiij,r~atisfactory attendance for this meeting. 

John Farre ll was in disposed and could not make the lon g jou rney f r om 
Wigan , but it was good t o have Jim Walsh with us once again , i f only 
for a short time . 

Bill Windsor was in the cha ir and there was so much to disc uss 
t hat refr eshments were in befo re we knew where we were. Apprecia tio n 
was expressed of th e r e- appear ance of t he Foghorn which certainly 
keeps us in clos er cont ac t wit h members of ot her sections , as well as 
with our own Merseysid e exiles . I t was decided to hold all competi 
tions , qui zzes , etc . on a team basis , i.e . the members were di vi ded 
into two se ctions - the Brooks Section and the Hamil ton Section, and 
instead of book prizes points were awarded to t he winners of t he twc 
quizz es . These were introduced by Jac k Morgan and th e writ er , and 
the winners were Walter Pritchard of Hamil ton and Frank Unwin of 
Brooks . At the coment the poin t s posit io n is that Brooks are leading 
by f our points to thre e . 

Most members had purchased their precious copi es of Magnet No. 
1, some seve r al copie s , and it was agreed to obtain a fu rt her six 
copies for the Section with a view to presenting one to any future 
new members. The number of pre ss cut ti ngs on this topi c br ought by 
J i m Walsh was indicative of the publ icity the Creyf ri ars stor i es have 
been enj oyi ng of la t e. It is hoped t hat Fleet way Publications will 
t ake due noti ce and cash in by publishing regu l ar s tor i es of the 

(cont inued on page }2) ••• 
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the postman cal led (Interesting items from 
the Edi tor ' s Let t er - bag) 

A. J . SOUTHWAY (Cape Province): took my Sexton Blake (current 
series ) with me on holiday , and thorou ghly enjoyed them a ll . I couldn I 

put down 11The Mind Kille r s" until I'd finished it at one sitting . 

JOHN McMAHON ( Tannochside) : How strange it was to read the number one 
issue of the Magnet . All the characte r s seem so different from those 
that I know snd love . I' m sure that Frank Richards would have been 
deli ghted hed he lived to see this great re - birth. Let ' s hope thet 
the publishers will reproduce No. 2. It would be wonderful if we 
could look f orward to another thirty - two years of Magnets. 
JACK COOK (Newcastle): Magnet No. 1 contains whet I believe to be 
Charles Hamil t on ' s best story. The Greyfriars scene is not too 
crowded ; the reade r stays with the main character , and experiences the 
same conflict s . "Bunter's Last Fling" is surely a prophetic titl e for 
the last Bunte r book. Was this Hamilton ' s own title? 
( Indeed NO, si r! - ED. ) 

JOHN GUNN (Matlock): I would like to see a list of the Tom Merry and 
Billy Bw,te r Annuals (with the lead story) as it is d1fficul t to tell 
whether one has a complete set ot herwise . 

STAN KNIGHT (Cheltenham): Many thank s for the 2-l-hundred th number of 
C. D. What a cheery greeting the Modern Boy frontispiece makes , as 
though we are being invited and made welcome to par t icipate onc e more 
in the jo ys of scouti ng and camping. Another excellent number. The 
printing thr oughout is just ri ght , the rea ding matt e r i s just what we 
have come to expect and look forw ard to. 

MAURICE KUTNER (Cla pton) : Have just bought a disappointingly sl im 
Greyfriars School by th e late J . S . Butcher, price }0/-. In c omparison 
with this volume·, the C.D. mont hly and the C.D . Annual give excellent 
va l ue for money, and one can only admire the pol icy of "price 
restraint " followed by the editorial board for so long , in a world of 
11grab what .you can . " 

WALTER FLEMING (Chingford): Must complimen t you on the way the Di gest 
keeps up its high standard. I hope we shell s oon be seeing anothe r 
Slade story. I must agree with you and your co rr espondents about the 
di stribu tion of the various book publisher s . I have had similar 
gifficulties in obtaining both Sexton Blake and the Armada books . 
(Slade will be back in "Mr. Buddle Meets the Magnet" in Collectors' 
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Digest Annual fo r 1965, - ED,) 

RAY NOR'l'ON (Walton - on-Thames) : Mr, Lofts gives the l as t S. B. Hunter 
story as "Mystery of t he Vanished Trainer" No. 335, 1955. There were 
two after that: "Gangster's Girl " No. 354, 1956, aM "Silent Witness 11 

No. 375, 1957, He goes on to say the r e was one yarn under the Pete r 
Meriton pen name. I have two: "Man from Madrid" No. 57, 1943, and 
"Affair of the Fraternising Soldie r" No, 116, 1946, Making a total of 
58 Blake s to ries , not 55 , 

NORMAN \/RIGHT (Pinne r ) : I n the cur r ent C.D. you ask whether Char les 
Hamilto n ever called Prout ' Paul Pontifex Prout. ' llell , he did at 
leas t once , This was i n the \Ibo' s \Ibo published in the 1922 Holiday 
Annual . 
(Char l es Hamilton did not compile those \Ibo' s \lhos which cont ained 
many names of which he had never heard. Actually we meant in a 
s t ory , in the way that 11Bunter 1s Last Fling" cons tantly refers to 
"Paul Pontifex Prout . " - ED. ) 

: + : + : + : + : + : +:+ : +:+ : + : + ! + 
SALE OR EXCHANGE: 44 96- page Sexton Blakes 3rd Series . 120 64- page 
issues , up to 320 3rd Nelson Lees , 2nd New, 55, 56, 57, 59, 64, 94, 
98, 101. Gem 1527, WANTED: Lees 356- 359, 381- 391 , 393 , 396 , 397, 
424- 428, 430 , 432, 434- 439, 472-476 , 514, 515, 529-539 , 550-552 . 
Schoolboys ' Owns 285, 300, 170, 198, 206. 

G, THOMPSON1 53 WALLASE:Y PARK, BELFAST, 14, 

PLEASE REPORT: Duncan Storm titl es in Boys• Friend Library , 

CYRIL ROWE, THE LINDENS, HORSFORD, NORWI CH 

FOR SALE - OFFERS - O.S. Lees : 113-1 28, 132- 135 and 29 between 158 
and 348 , S.A.E, for lists. 

29 MILL ROAD, SUSSEX. 

Books and magazines beaut i fully bound in leather or buckram by expert 
craftsmen, at reasonable prices . Repairs also carried out. 

22 MONMOUTH ROAD, LONDON, W. 2. ENGLAND, 
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REVIEW 

COMPANY OF BANDITS: Jack Trevor Story 
(Mayf'lower 3/6) 

The plot is one of robbery, a £2,CXXJ,CXXJ banknote robbery . (It's 
easy to see where the inspiration for this came from. ) 

The planning of the robbery and the establishing of its routine 
are carefully worked out, and take up the major pert of the book . 
What is it that brings 16 ordinary people together, and holds them 
together wile they plan the most audacious crime, ever? 

Why don't they fear betrayal of their plans to the police? 
Blake on the scene before the c r ime can only move against them 

when the robbery is committe d. When the time comes he refllses . 
Why? 

Jack Story gives the answers to these questions in , what was 
for me one of the most enjoyable Blake books I have read for a long 
time. 

Blake and Tinker work together on this case and are presented 
in a way that should meet w1 th the approval of all readers. 

It is not the traditional type Blake story, and because of this 
might not meet with the approval of the "Old Guard" readers, but for 
the Blake reader with an open mind, and the casual buyer , it ' s a must. 

The humorous tongue-in-cheek st yle for which Mr. Story is well 
known is in evidence here, with an underlying note of seriousness and 
social comment for the more thoughtful reader. 

More from this author please! 
Ray Norton 

~: Good loose copies or bound volumes containi ng any of the 
following : MAGNETS 52; 131 to 149 inclusive; 195; 205; 237; 238; 
239; 277; 318; 319; 353; 386 to 400; 417; 422; 435; 752; 753; 762; 
763 ; 773; 809. Most issues between 821 and 890 ; 900; 921; 924; 925; 
936; 938; 940; 942; 943; 946; 951; 965; 96'7; 988; 996. GEXS: 493; 
Some issues between 801 and 832 . Also Nos. 935; 953; 954; 956; 975; 
980; 984; 985; 9 '-:1; 990; 992; 993; 998. ~: 183; 190; 452; 
455; 466; 474. Earlv Penny Populars : Nos. 12, 13, 45, 47, 58 . 

ffiIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, ~·· ~. SURREY. 

~: GDIS up till No. 1379 then 1452, 1512, 1526, 1531. Write 
with price require d to:-

LOFTS, 561 SHERINGHAM HOUSE, WNOON, N.li.1. 
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BACK TO 1921 

By H, Machin 

Do you recall that passage from George Sampeon•a "English for the 

English" (1921) - one of the beet and 110at practical books I have ever 

read on the teaching of English:-

"There ie a great deal of nonsense talked about the reading of boys 

- their Gems and their llagnete , their wild and voolly cowboys and their 

euper-Sherlocldan aleuth-hounda, their dashing schoolboy heroea and 

thei r utterly villainous cada , In th e main these sland ered ' dreadful•' 

are entirely wholesome and almoet fiercely ..,ral. The fact thet 

magiatrates periodically denounce them from the bench need not surprise 

uo, for the utterances of msgiatratea upon all matters connected vi th 

education are usua.lly beneath contempt . A year's road.ing of the boy ia 

probably much healthier than a year' a reading of the maps tra te . Boye 

could not find, if they sought for it , literature so deliberately pemi 

cioua aa the matter 1n ""'"t of our newspapers. 
"The atoriea produced for boys are vsstly better than ..,st of the 

novela produced for adul ta, 
"The boys who devour the weekly •bloods • are the hopeful boya; 

the hopeleas onea are those who are not interested even 1n Sezton Blake.• 

Of course, this was 1n t 92 t - there are no boya' periodicals today, 

URGERTLY VA!l'l'ED: llaenet No. m 
ERIC FAYNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, ~·, 

MERSEYSIDE REPORT (contim1ed from page 28) •• 

imortal character• . 

SURREY. 

The nezt meeting, October 10th , 18 our &D1D1&l general meeting, so 

i t would be appreciated it every aingle member made a very special 

effor t , not only to attend, but also to arrive early. 

FRANK UIMN 

DON'T BE DISAPPOINTED! Have you ordered the Greatest, ..,.t 

Rsarkable, Anmlal 1n the Vorld, 

COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL FOR 1965. 

ici 1ted by &rlc f'l1Tlt, E.xctl1lor HouN. Gron Ro.:S, St.a"'blton, SurTty 

LlthO-d\.lpllcattd by Tort. DuplJcaUnc Btntcu, 12a T?'lt ShlllDl u, Tork 


